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SUBJECT: PRG TO OPEN LIAISON OFPICE IN GENEVA 

REF: A. STATE 8673; B. STATE 10509 

1. SWISS GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED JANUARY 15 THAT, IN RESPONSE 
TO REQUEST PROM UN SECRETARIAT, IT WILL PROVIDE PACILITIES 
TO PRG TO CONDUCT LIAISON OPPICE POR HUMANITARIAN APPAIRS 
IN GENEVA. GOS SAID THAT OPPICE WILL HAVE NO OTHER ACTI- 
VITIES EXCEPT THOSE LIMITED BY SECRETARIAT. GOS CAREFULLY 
NOTED THAT OPENING OP LIAISON OFPICE IN NO WAY IMPLIES 
TAKING OP ANY POSITION BY SWITZERLAND CONCERNING INTER- 
NATIONAL STATUS OP PRG. (GOS DOES NOT RECOGNIZE PRG.) 

2. IN POLLOW-UP TO SWISS ANNOUNCEMENT UN SPOKESMAN NEW 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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YORK TOLD PRESS JANUARY 16 THAT PRG GENEVA OPPICE IS NOT 
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RPT NOT AN OBSERVER MISSION, WHICH IS A POLITICAL ENTITY, 

BUT A LIAISON OFEICE ESTABLISHED SOLELY TO FACILITATE 
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN PRO REPRESENTATIVES AND UNHCR AND 
UNICEF OFFICIALS IN GENEVA WHOSE PROGRAMS OF ASSISTANCE IN 
INDOCHINA INCLUDE AID TO DISTRESSED PEOPLES IN PRG AREAS. 

UN SPOKESMAN STATED FURTHER THAT PRG REPRESENTATIVES COULD 
ATTEND UN MEETINGS IN GENEVA OTHER THAN HUMANITARIAN ONLY 
AS MEMBER OF PUBLIC. 

3. USG MADE KNOWN ITS OPPOSITION TO OPENING OE PRG OFFICE 

IN GENEVA VIGOROUSLY AND REPEATEDLY TO UN SECRETARIAT AND 
TO SWISS DURING PAST SIX WEEKS, USING ARGUMENTS IN REETELS. 
MOREOVER, WE POINTED OUT THAT PRG WOULD MOST PROBABLY USE 
ITS OFFICES PRIMARILY EOR POLITICAL RATHER THAN HUMANI- 
TARIAN PURPOSES. WE ALSO NOTED THAT PRESENT IS PARTICULAR- 
LY INAPPROPRIATE TIME TO ENHANCE PRG STATUS IN VIEW OF 
RECENT DRV/PRG MILITARY OFEENSIVE IN SOUTH VIET-NAM WHICH 
HAS PRODUCED WIDESPREAD FIGHTING AND SUFFERING. 

4. ESTABLISHMENT OF PRG LIAISON OFFICE IN GENEVA DOES NOT 
IN ANY WAY CHANGE USG VIEWS OF PRG AS CONTAINED REFTELS, 

AND THOSE INSTRUCTIONS STAND. POSTS SHOULD BE VIGILANT IN 
COUNTERING ANY PRG ATTEMPTS IN EUTURE TO GAIN ADMITTANCE 
TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES OR ORGANIZATIONS CITING THEIR 
OFEICE IN GENEVA AS BASIS EOR SUCH ADMITTANCE. KISSINGER 
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